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Eurofighter Typhoon
by Steve A. Evans

Technical Data
Spec: Eurofighter Typhoon (single-seat)
Scale: 1/48th
Manufacturer: Revell (www.revell.de/en)
Kit No: 04568
Material: IM
Price: £OOP

That is a huge box but inside is some great
looking plastic and lots of it. Marvellous!
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The detail work on the moulds is sharp and evenly engraved
and the plastic is obviously good quality

Th

e Eurofighter Typhoon
has been a long time
coming; it’s only when
you look back at the
history of the whole
programme that you realise just how long.
Basically it all started in 1979 with an agreement between Germany, France and the UK
with the European Combat Fighter (ECF). In
1983 the UK then funded the Experimental
Aircraft Programme (EAP) worth £80 million.
BAe, MBB and Aeritalia manufactured a
single flying example that looked very much
like the Typhoon. The EAP made its first
flight in 1986 and showed some tremendous performance abilities. Originally the
In Service Date (ISD) was to be 1995 but it
wasn’t until September 1996 that the UK
signed the first production agreement with
Spain following suite, which supplied the
funding to continue building. It took over a
year for Germany to finally do the same with
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The interior is a little basic but it’s not too bad. An etched fret or a
resin seat would do it the world of good

Italy the last to sign in December 1997. It
then took until May 1998 to begin the first
production airframes and in September of
that year the ‘Typhoon’ name was officially
adopted. During this time there was plenty
of official interest from other air forces
(notably Norway, Greece and the Republic of
Korea) although no firm orders were forthcoming. This rather long and protracted
method of getting the whole programme up
and running was as much about the MultiNational manufacturing agreements as it
was about the aircraft itself. Who was going
to build what bit, was a big stumbling block
for them all but it eventually got sorted. In
the end, the machine that the Eurofighter
Consortium created is one of the world’s
great combat aircraft. Its fast, it’s manoeuvrable and it’s got superb weapons systems
that make it a very capable fighter.
Revell’s Typhoon in 1/48th is one of their
newer mouldings and it shows. Once you

The fit of the internal parts is positive but I would
suggest leaving the seat and main instrument panel
out until much later in the build as they just get in
the way at this point

The decal sheet is one of the most comprehensive I’ve seen in this scale straight from the box.
Even more marvellous!
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The main gear bay is evidence of even more sharp moulding

get over the shock of just how huge the box
itself is, you’re greeted by some really neat
looking plastic. Light grey-coloured, with
good crisp details (both raised and recessed)
the panel lines are all very neat and tidy.
There are a couple of sink marks in some of
the smaller pieces and a little flash around
some of the more complicated bits, but
nothing to worry about at all. Also in the
box are two sprues of nothing but weapons and drop-tanks. Not content with that,
Revell continue to outdo everyone else in the
market with their decal sheets, this A4-sized
example offering three RAF versions and one
each for Germany, Italy, Spain and Austria;
all of which are lovely. There is a FULL set
of hundreds of stencils, which include all
the weaponry as well! Even their instruction sheets are a big improvement over the
‘recycled toilet paper’ of the past years. They
are still not up to the standard of Tamiya or
Hasegawa but they are pretty good. One
Valiant Wings Modelling • © December 2015

The clamp is 100% necessary at this point to hold that
complicated intake section together

There are a couple of hefty joint lines to fill inside here, so do
it now before it gets even more difficult to get to

buttons and screens. Personally I think the
decals are rather poor, not in quality but the
colours are a bit off. Some of the display
screens are white! What you’re supposed to
do next is put the completed cockpit into
the fuselage half, along with 30g of nose
weight (plasticene) and close up the halves.
This is actually what I did but I’m advising you to take a slightly different route,
don’t fit the ejection seat yet and don’t fit
the instrument panel yet either. The reason
for these omissions is simple; they just get
in the way! The internal bays for nose and
main undercarriage are nicely moulded and
fit quite well. The only thing to watch is the
alignment of the nose bay as it’s part of the
very complicated intake. The way in which
the intake trunking goes together does leave
a prominent seam to take care of and now
is definitely the time to do it. Later in the
build process it’ll be much more difficult to
get in there to smooth it down. The fit of

negative in Revell’s world is one that everyone constantly complains about, no paint
references! Revell love to tell you how to mix
their own paints in various odd to absurd
ratios to get the right colour, which is pretty
hit and miss and it would be nice to know
what the colours should really be. But that’s
just a small niggled, which pales into significance when compared with the cost of this
kit as its excellent value for money indeed.

Construction
This begins with the cockpit. How many
times have we heard that before? Well here
we are again. The pilot’s office is made up
of five parts all of which are reasonably
detailed, it’s not brilliant but at least it looks
pretty accurate. The ejection seat is not bad,
it’s seven parts and when it’s put together
it does look like a reasonable Martin-Baker
Mk 16a. The main instrument console has
the options of painting or decals for the
3

the lower wing section to the fuselage is
the single biggest joint on the whole model
and it’s a bit of a pain, purely because of
the shape of the wing and fuselage, trapping the bays in place as well and keeping
everything aligned is not that easy, the area
around that intake being of particular note.
The carbon fibre structure of the main wing
on the real Typhoon means that the upper surface has very few panel lines on it
and will remain quite plain on the finished
model. At least they fit reasonably well, mating easily with both the lower surface of the
wing and the fuselage sides. This means that
there is the minimum amount of gap filling
that needs to be done. As good as this kit
is, there are a few parts that will need some
filler. There is a large gap at the base of the
tail on the fuselage spine, which needs copious amounts of filler and subsequently lots
of rubbing down. Basically the shape of the
rear portion of part #46 doesn’t match that
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The fit of some of the parts is a little off but nothing that a
little filler can’t take care of

of the tail. Not to worry, that’s what filler
is for! It’s going to need re-scribing though
once it’s all smoothed off because the panel
lines gets pretty much obliterated. As usual
for this kind of thing I used a short strip of
Dymo tape and a Bare Metal scriber.
One of the most difficult areas to get
the filled in is the intake…yes, once again
it’s this spot that really causes the troubles.
Here it’s the splitter plate and where it joins
up with the odd double curvatures of the
fuselage. Basically you’re left with a step
that needs careful re-profiling. It’s the same
on both sides as well, so it’s not as if the
parts are misaligned, it’s just how it all goes
together. The filler part of the story isn’t
done yet though because it’s about now
that I fitted the radome, filled with Plasticine
as ballast. It has a very good looking shape
but it’s not a particularly good fit to the fuselage contours, so it needs a good smear of
filler around its top edge. This leaves us with
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Where there’s filler, there’s sanding down and re-scribing.
The Dymo tape and scriber combination works wonders

The parts are there for an extended fuel probe if you want
them and notice the filler around the instrument panel and
just how plain that area is. More detail needed please

How wrong can you get? Germany, Italy
and Spain (and probably Austria as well)
have opted for an all over grey-blue, very
similar in shade to FS36320 Dark Ghost
Grey. The radome, dielectric panels and
abrasion strips are all in a lighter tone. The
RAF machines however are in Camouflage
Grey with slightly darker panels (trust us
to be difficult). This Camouflage Grey has
much less blue in it and suits the RAF idea
of using the Typhoon more in the groundattack role than the other nations, although,
depending on the lighting conditions there
is almost no discernable difference between
the various shades. You have to really look
closely. For me it begins with a base coat
of…yes, you’ve guessed it, Halfords Grey
Plastic Primer. This keys in the surface for the
following paints and also highlights any surface irregularities that need to be taken care
of before the topcoats go on. The top coat
in question is a bit of a conundrum. There

the wings to sort out before we get to play
with the paint. You have a whole stack of
pylons to build, each one coming in separate
halves, which strikes me as a little bit clumsy
because the pylons look a bit ‘thick’ as a
result. You also have the wing-tip pods to
build and these are a really distinctive part
of this aircraft, so it’s a good job that they
look to be spot on in shape and size.

Colouring In
Painting some of the modern jets can be
surprisingly problematical. OK so it’s grey,
which should make it easy but we all know
the truth is very different to that. It’s not
helped here at all by Revell because they
don’t quote a single colour reference, apart
from their own paint mixes, which is next to
useless. They obviously haven’t done their
homework where the Typhoon is concerned
either because they show all the versions in
the box painted in exactly the same colour.
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are Camouflage Grey paints available but
as usual the difference in shades between
these supposedly ‘authentic’ colours is
pretty huge. Personally I think that LifeColor
UA094 Medium Sea Grey is a very close
match. LifeColor acrylics are matched to the
American FS codes for paint shades and this
one is FS36270, or at least a version of that
shade. They are easy to use as they brush
quite well and as long as you get the thinning process right, they also spray smoothly.
I tend to dilute mine with about 20% windscreen wash and 30% water, stir vigorously
and then spray at about 12psi in fairly light
coats. Basically the whole paint job took
only an hour or so because of the overall
single colour look. It gets a bit more complicated than that of course with the dielectric
panels for all the aerials and the radome.
This colour is slightly darker on the RAF
machines and I used Burnt Umber, about 5%
I guess to make the colour change, giving it
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Halfords Grey Plastic Primer is a good base coat, showing up
all the little blemishes to fix before the main colour goes on

a slightly ‘brown’ hue. In all honesty I could
have used a little more just to get a greater
contrast in the two colours but it’s not bad
as it is. I then turned my attention to the
jet pipes and here we get a choice, open or
closed. I went for the open exhausts, as it
just looks a bit better to my eye, the closed
ones looking a bit too narrow. These get
painted in various shades of Alclad 2 metal
lacquer, finished off with Pale Burnt Metal
and Smoke.
Weathering is a difficult one this, just
how far do you go? The machines are all
fairly new and are pampered at the moment
so there’s not a lot of weathering apparent.
Some of the paintwork on the left hand side
of the fuselage where the pilot clambers in
is a bit grubby and there’s a smoke smudge
by the Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) outlet but
that’s about it. On the underside there’s a
bit of oil and a slightly grubbier looking back
end but that’s your lot. Basically finished off
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Lifecolor acrylic, Camouflage Grey, actually dried a bit too
grey and uninteresting for my taste

Masking off for different shades on the di-electric panels

ards for the weapons. The decals themselves
are densely packed on the sheet but clearly
divided and labelled for which bit goes with
which aircraft version. You’ve got to be
careful cutting out the various transfers but
you’ll be rewarded with a comprehensive set
of markings. They are well printed, in perfect
register and lovely colours. They look very
finely done on the backing paper as well as
most of the tiny writing is actually readable,
which is always a good sign. The edges of
all the markings are crisp and clean with no
feathering and the colour density is good,
although with the single tone grey beneath
them that should never be a problem anyway. In operation they work faultlessly really,
they may be a little stiff but they succumb to
the softening and setting solutions without
fuss to settle down over the panel lines and
details.

by a quick brush with some dark grey pastel
dust along the control surface hinge lines
and around the exhaust cans and that’s it.
Ah well, they can’t all be mucky can they?

Decals
Right back at the beginning I was telling you
what was in the box and mentioned that
there is one heck of a decal sheet. This sheet
contains full sets of markings for all the
users of this aircraft, which is pretty good
to see. There’s a slight bias toward the RAF
versions because you get three of them on
there, whereas it’s a single one for each of
the other nations. My own personal choice
here would have been for the Luftwaffe
version because I love the markings, but the
RAF ones are pretty good too. Basically the
sheet can be divided into three sections; one
for the generic stencils and warnings, one
for the individual aircraft markings and the
last part is the mass of stencil and data plac-

Final Details
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OK, there’s a lot to do, so pay attention at
the back there! We’ll begin with the airbrake; this looks good, some nice detail on
it’s internal surface but the actuation arm is
a little on the long side so if you cut about
3mm off the ram then it’ll sit much better.
Time to tackle the undercarriage now. This is
a very nicely moulded set of bits and pieces
including all the doors actuators, legs and
wheels. Everything is sharply detailed but
there is one word of warning; parts 64 and
66 are delicate, complicated shapes and
they have to be removed from the sprues
very carefully, I broke one of mine, so trust
me on this. This little lot goes together
quite well, certainly the strut locations are
pretty good but the main wheels are a very
sloppy fit onto the oleos indeed, making it a
bit difficult to keep them in position as the
glue sets. With a bit of patience and much
cursing it all settled down in the end and it’s
time for some more little bits and pieces. Ba-
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The cockpit surround is matt black, which sucks the life out of
all the detail
Drybrush of light grey enamel and the HUD in place make it
look a whole lot better

sically there are a whole host of little aerials
to fit to the underside, four under the nose
(air pressure pitot sensors) and a blade aerial
under the intake (VHF communications).
Also not included in the kit is the small blade
antenna for the IFF (Identification Friend or
Foe) system that sits on the nose just ahead
of the windscreen. This is easily made from a
sliver of plasticard cut into a small triangle.
There are also two grey bumps that appear
on the side of the nose just above and in
front of the canards. These are the forward
receivers of the LWS (Laser Warning [receiver] System) and are found only on the British
and Spanish aircraft. I made these by mixing
some Neutral Grey acrylic paint with a drop
of PVA glue and applying it to the model.
Once set it looks like a tiny little radome…
how cute!
With all the little non-transparent sticky
out bits done it was time to look at the
weapons. The plan was to make this one
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look busy, but not overloaded. To this end
the missile fit was fairly obvious; two ASRAAM and four AMRAAM, with one centreline fuel tank for range but then what to
put on the inner pylons? The RAF are gong
to be using the Typhoon as a direst replacement for the Tornado fleet so Interdiction
and Strike are going to figure heavily on
the agenda. This means that the LGB’s
and Stormshadows will be seen a lot. I like
the colour contrast of the LGB’s but in the
end the rather futuristic look of the bigger
Stormshadow won me over and on they
went.
This means that everything bar the transparencies is now in place, which means it’s
time for the final finish to be applied. I have
a favourite matt varnish and that’s Xtracolor
XDFF. I’ve been using it thinned out with
about 60% white spirit and sprayed on in
a couple of light coats. The canopy is up
now and while the plastic is really transpar-

The Alclad 2 lacquers are superb for a metal effect, the blue
tinge for the heat treated metal is from the Alclad Smoke

ent there is a mould line running right up
the middle of it. I’m not complaining here
because this a necessity if the shape is going
to be correct. It’s easy enough to get rid of
with a careful scrape with the modelling
knife and then working over the area with
various grades of rubbing stick and wet and
dry. The canopy is attached with a little support jack (#85) but this bit is way too long,
making the canopy stand up like someone
waving a big see-through flag! You have to
cut about 2mm off either end of the jack
to get the canopy to sit down into a more
realistic pose. The windscreen sits pretty
much perfectly on the complex curves of the
forward fuselage and as they’ve been well
dipped in Klear I fixed it in place using a thin
smear of cyanoacrylate…mistake, because of
the narrow confines of the forward section,
the glue fumes didn’t get a chance to dissipate and there is a faint trace of them left
on the windscreen. Darn it! Oh well, you live
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and learn. There are a couple more transparent bits to go on of course and these are
the lights, one on each wingtip (port = red,
starboard = green/blue) and the two on the
fuselage (both with red centre portions) but
with them in place I believe that that’s it,
one completed Typhoon.

Verdict
I have to admit that the Typhoon isn’t one of
my favourite aircraft, it looks a bit angular
and too ‘pointy’ for my taste. There’s no
denying it is a massively capable aircraft but
did it really need to take this long to get
it into service? Hopefully we’ll never have
another major war and have to find out
just how good it really is. The kit however
is good. One thing that comes to mind
straight away is value for money; £19.99
in the UK at time of writing is a small price
to pay for a lot of well-detailed and wellproduced plastic. If you take into account
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The undercarriage is neatly detailed and has reasonable fit to
the bays but the wheels are really loose on the axles

That’s quite a busy underside, just wait till the bombs go on!

Canopies are reasonably clear but there are seam lines to
polish out before fitment

the awesome array of weapons in the box
and the faultless and impressive decal sheet
then this is worth every single penny and
then some! It fits well, it’s easy to build
(apart from the tricky intake area) and in
the end it looks like the Typhoon should,
so is there anything to fault? In reality no,
I guess not. OK so the Revell oddness with
regard to paint references and the slightly
dubious colour indications in the instructions are something to be aware of, but it’s
not a problem and certainly nowhere near a
fault. No kit is perfect of course and there’s
room for improvement in the cockpit and
the exhausts could do with some detail. The
canopy needs something to ‘busy’ it up a bit
but I’m really clutching at straws here; all in
all a top-notch product from Revell.
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